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  A Youth’s Journey To God - BCMBS Staff 

“It totally blew me away!” shared Jessica as she reflected on a 14 

year old youth’s response during an evening devotion.  The teen 
girl had shared, “I want to understand God better.” The tone in 
which she shared it had a depth and craving to it, which made it 
stick out even more.  Throughout the week, Jessica shared how the 
girl was involved in everything that the mission team was doing in 
her First Nation community.  This included helping out with Kid’s 
Club, participating in youth events and her participation in our 
evening youth devotions.  “I could see a change as I remembered 
her from previous visits and I knew that God was at work within 
her,” shared Jessica.  So we reached out to this 14 year old youth 
to learn about what we saw and hear about her change and 
growth.  The following is her story in her own words. 
 

“My life, before I met God, was pretty hard, come to think of it, my 
life is hard now.  I can't say that I’m a special kind of Christian 
because I have a story, everybody has a story, and they all deserve 
to be told.  Here's mine. 
 

In the beginning, I'm not gonna lie I was VERY skeptical of going to 
church, I thought, that I wouldn't have been accepted because of 
the things I've done.  In the beginning, it was like that, I was looked 
at weird, questioned, even made fun of, and to be 
honest, I did the same thing. The more I went, the more 
those feelings went away.  I was always told that, as long 
as I trusted God and he trusted me, it would work out, I never 
believed them, I thought,  well if I can't even be accepted by these 
people, than how could God accept me? 
 

In my young life, I’ve been verbally, 
emotionally, and physically abused by the 
people that I’ve trusted the most.  I was called 
down by everyone, never had any real friends, no boys ever looked 
at me the way they looked at the other girls.  I felt so wrong in this 
world, like no matter what I did, my life would never go in the right 
direction.  Of course, I took advantage of that.  I used to think, I'm 
going to Hell anyways, so I’ll do this and that.  I started to self 
harm, I did anything to hurt myself, I stole sand paper from the 
school and sanded my skin away, I would cut my arms, legs, 
stomach, face, to the point where I couldn’t figure out how 
to stop the bleeding, I went Anorexic / Bulimic way 
past the point where I lost the ability to have 
a baby.  (I am still trying to gain back my 
health) I turned to drugs for help;  

 

I smoked every night and drank hardcore drinks occasionally.  I was 
so ashamed of myself, but it was my only form of release.  

 

I had gotten so tired of going to school with black and blue bruises, 
cut wrists, a growling stomach and swollen eyes, that I decided to 
try with God again.  So, I went to Sunday school, church service, 
and joined the little kids in Kids Club.  I listened to other people’s 
stories, and realized, that they are so much like my own.  I cried 
and cried during the services, stayed and talked with the Pastor 
and I even joined the youth group.  The church gave me hope for a 
better life.  I liked going somewhere after school, I liked helping 
people, I liked having a life. 
 

I am proud to even say that I have been devoted to going to church 
for a little over two years now.  My scars are fading, I am still 
working on regaining my health and the abuse has stopped. I have 
quit, most, drugs, am still working and am now foolishly in love 
with a respectable boy, like any teen should be.  I help with Sunday 
school, run a Kid’s Club program and am part of the church youth 
group. 
 

I spend as much time as I possibly can with the BC Mission Boat 
Society (BCMBS) teams that come here.  They have played 
a big role in my life.  They have taken their time with the 

youth to get to know us all, and we get to know them.  I am 
very thankful for the BCMBS teams being here.  
They've played music with the church's youth band, 

listened to stories, connected with the community and 
kids and done devotion with us.  My youth group has begun 

to do devotion every Friday together.  They spent time to help 
all of our lives, not just mine, and we couldn't thank them 

enough.    
 

I can't say that I’m the best Christian and that my 
life is perfect, but the fact that I have God and all of 

these other people here helps.” 
 

It is so amazing to see how God has been at work in the life of this 
14 year old youth.  Please continue to pray that she would have a 
deeper understanding of God and that her faith would continue to 

grow.  Please also pray for the youth and future generations 
of the many First Nation communities that we are 

privileged to work alongside and share a 
message of hope and love in Jesus. 
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  Community Response: Thanks & Appreciation 
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When our teams and staff travel into First Nation communities, 

they are showered with appreciation from community members 
for the ministry that we do and how we’ve made a difference in 
the lives of those in their communities.   
 

As supporters who continue make our ministry possible, we 
wanted to share some of the appreciation we’ve received with 
you!   
 
“It helps give a sense of direction to the children of our community.  
Keep up the great work!”  

       - Fred, Ehattesaht 
 

“I [enjoy] the wonderful sing-a-longs & creativity sessions with you!  
Nothing like praising the Lord with wonderful music along with the 
community!”     

- Maggi, Ehattesaht 
 

“Bringing love, joy and happiness to this town.”   

- Wesley, Klemtu 
 

“It’s a good society, met a lot of nice people with the BC Mission 
Boat Society…..I gained a lot.” 

-Stephen, Klemtu  

 
 
 

 

“[They] remind everyone who God is and what He is capable of 
doing ….the BC Mission Boat Society is a great group of people 
doing a very powerful job.  From my community members and 
myself, we appreciate everything you do.” 

- Thea, Bella Bella 
 

“We do enjoy having both your teams come into our church and 
community.  Your friendships are valuable to our young people and 
are supported by the church.  I know that our youth are 
encouraged by other Christian youth outside our 
community….thank you to each youth, student and team leaders 
that set time aside to come in and work with us for the week you 
are here.  Your care and prayers are uplifting to us.”  
          

 - Pastor Glenna, Bella Bella 

 

Join our Long term Ministry Through a Short Term Mission Trip! 
 

We invite you to engage in our ministry by taking part in a mission trip where your team will have the opportunity 
to use your unique gifts, abilities and passion for Christ to connect children, youth & adults in remote First Nation 

Communities with God’s love ! 
 

We are currently looking for mission teams to join us during the months of  

July-November 2014 & February-November 2015 
 

Contact our office at the number & email below for more information! 
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 Learning to Learn - Marcus Huff    We Need Your Continued Support - Johanna Rekers, Director of Finance 

First of all a  BIG THANK  YOU for all the donations coming in to 

BC Mission Boat Society (BCMBS).  It is a true blessing and your 
generosity is a testament of God’s goodness.  Your donations will 
have a lasting and powerful impact in the communities we serve.     
 

The first months of the year are always a bit scary as far as 
finances go because donations are slow coming in that time of 
year, but as the year progresses our supporters respond 
generously with their donations to cover all the anticipated 
expenses.  At this point, our donations are lower than budgeted,  

 

but at the same time, our expenses are lower than budgeted as 
well.  However, as the BCMBS begins to get into the busy season, 
the expenses of our ministry will increase. 
 

We do need your donations to continue to do God’s work.   
 

Your ongoing commitment to support  BCMBS gives us the 
opportunity to do ministry and bring God’s word into the coastal 
communities.   

  Reflections & Lessons - Anna Reincke 

I’ll be honest with you: it is hard to summarize what one year of 

being challenged, stretched, and moved looks like. It is not 
because I have nothing to say, but quite the opposite.  I have 
grown in more ways than I am able to write about.  Over the last 
year, God and I have had a great walk together, where He has 
opened my eyes and taught me so much.  Here are a few of my 
reflections looking back on this amazing learning experience with 
the BC Mission Boat Society. 
 

I have had the honour of participating in coastal ministry and I 
have fallen in love with a small First Nation community of 
Ehattesaht.   Throughout my ministry, this place has become like 
home.  My greatest joys and emotional ties are associated with 
the people there as I have built relationships with many in the 
community.  I witnessed two different women turn to God in times 
of great pain and saw their sorrow turn to joy!  I have experienced 
the culture of Ehattesaht and taken part in their dances, singing, 
and amazing cultural food.  On every return trip, I received 
welcoming hugs from the masses of children playing in the street.  
I found joy in their singing and the ability to share Christ with them 
through Kid’s Club.  I simply love being in ministry there! 
 

I have been stretched in my internship as well, and as hoped.  I’ve 
learned to live on my own and even in another country!  I have 
learned to live without a dishwasher (which is still a learning 
process).  I’ve learned to offer help and that it’s okay to ask for 
help.  I’ve also been stretched in realizing that I can’t help 
everyone or fix anyone.  I have learned that in my greatest 
struggles, weaknesses, and challenges, Christ is the source of true 
hope and strength.  I found that in my weakness, Christ is 
strongest.  I have learned that I can cast my cares on Him.  In Bella 
Bella I shared the crucifixion/resurrection story with the kids, and 
in their joy over the risen King, my joy was renewed and refreshed.  
 

There is simply no way that I can possibly communicate every 
experience.  I can only show you glimpses in this adventure that  
 
 

 

Christ has embarked on with me.  I believe this is simply a chapter 
of my story, only a page in God’s narrative in my life.  I encourage 
you to take a look at the narrative that Christ is writing with your 
life.  I invite you to see the love that He lavishly showers upon you, 
which you can share then with others.  It is an adventure that has 
certainly moved me, and I pray will move you as well.  I look 
forward to coming back to the coast someday, to come home to 
the people here that I care so deeply for.  Thank you all so much 
for the opportunity to come and serve, learn, and grow with the 
BC Mission Boat Society.  It has been an unforgettable and moving 
experience that I will praise God for and reflect on for years to 
come. 

Join us for our Annual General Meeting! 
Wednesday, May 14th at 4:30 pm (PST) at Our Saviour Lutheran Church in Parksville BC 

 

Meet our Board of Directors & Executive Director to hear about what’s happening in ministry and plans for the future. 
If you are unable to join us in person, contact us for information about how to attend via conference call! 

Donate  Now 
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  Join Our Prayer Ministry - Anna Reincke 

Have you ever been in a situation where you needed prayer?  Isn’t 

it great to know that others are praying for you as well?  The 
community that is built around prayer can be such an 
encouragement during hard times and joyous ones as well.  We 
have recognized that, and are excited to tell you about a new 
opportunity to join in our prayer ministry; to join others in praying 
for our ministry and those in First Nation communities who would 
like prayer. 
 

Romans 8:26-28 says, “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness.  We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the 
Spirit Himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.  And he 
who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of 
God.  And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose.”  
 

What a comfort to know that we have someone working for us in 
prayer!  We believe in a God who works through weaknesses and 
fears to strengthen His children, a God who calls us to ask Him for 
help through prayer.  When we first started talking about this 
ministry, we looked at all of these different examples that 
Scripture has given us and recognized that we need prayer, our 
volunteers need prayer, and our friends in First Nation 
communities need prayer. 
 
 

 

The purpose of our prayer ministry is to connect people to the love 
of Christ through prayer and we seek to provide prayer for 3 main 
areas of the ministry of the BC Mission Boat Society: for us, for our 
volunteers and for the First Nation communities that we work 
with.  We email our prayer supporters monthly and ask them to 
pray for these different components of our ministry or as urgent 
needs arise. 
 

We were recently in a community where a unique opportunity to  
offer prayer support came about.  A woman that we did not know 
came to our door one night, explained a family member’s struggles 
and said, “I felt led to come here tonight to ask you for prayer.”  
Not only were we able to pray with her there, but because of our 
prayer ministry, we were also able to offer the prayers of a whole 
community of believers too.  How cool that was to know that the 
prayer support of others brings comfort to people when they 
know they aren’t alone in their prayers. 
 

Whether you would like to pray for a specific area of our ministry 
or if you would like others to be praying for you, we would love for 
you to come alongside and join our prayer ministry!  Give us a call 
or go to our website to get started.    

Mark your calendars and join us on October 4th, 2014! 
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This year our staff will be riding  
 

their bikes 50k to raise awareness and 
 

financial support for our ministry 
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